
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                 October 8, 2017 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 462 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, where did I get the idea that life should work 
out?  Perhaps it is a wish, something I want to be true and 
need to believe, and so I hold onto the idea, believing it is 
arranged that life should work out and will.  Since life is 
supposed to work out, when it doesn’t I am left either needing 
to figure out who is to blame, or convincing myself that “it’s all 
good.”  I am wearied by living in this thought-world where 
things are supposed to make sense and work out.  I am 
depleted by the effort to maintain the belief that “it’s all 
good,” and also by the idea that if I can assign blame or find 
fault it will make everything better—both efforts distract me 
from the feelings I am having and need to be feeling.  I believe 
in you, not because things make sense and work out, but 
because they so often do not.  I believe in you because there 
needs to be some “One” who can carry the weight of taking 
the broken pieces of internal and external chaos and weave 
them into something other and more, so that I can have the 
freedom to feel the pain and grief that unavoidably come 
when life does not work out. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 21:33-46 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 191 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 179 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for October 15, 2017  
Exodus 32:1-14; Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23; 

Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14. 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room is in need of 
donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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 O God, too near to be found, too simple to be 
conceived, too good to be believed; help us to trust, not 
in our knowledge of Thee, but in Thy knowledge of us; to 
be certain of Thee, not because we feel our thoughts of 
Thee are true, but because we know how far Thou dost 
transcend them.   May we not be anxious to discern Thy 
will, but content only with desire to do it; may we not 
strain our minds to understand Thy nature, but yield 
ourselves and live our lives only to express Thee. 
 
 Shew us how foolish it is to doubt Thee, since Thou 
Thyself dost set the questions which disturb us; reveal our 
unbelief to be faith fretting at its outworn form.  Be 
gracious when we are tempted to cease from moral strife: 
reveal what it is that struggles in us.  Before we tire of 
mental search enable us to see that it was not ourselves 
but Thy call which stirred our souls. 
 
 Turn us back from our voyages of thought to that which 
sent us forth.  Teach us to trust not to cleverness or 
learning, but to that inward faith which can never be 
denied.   Lead us out of confusion to simplicity.  Call us 
back from wandering without to find Thee at home within.  
Amen. 
 

The Temple: A Book of Prayer, by W.E. Orchard, D.D., 
 New York: E.P. Dutton & Co, Inc., c. 1918 
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Ordinary Time – Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
[Matthew 21:33-46] 

 This is a middle-of-life parable, and reflects the awareness that 
comes with retrospection (introspection looking backwards), and 
makes sense when such retrospection has occurred. God has given 
us a life and has assembled the essentials necessary for our life to 
be fulfilling and meaningful. Built into us are the abilities to feel and 
to think, the capacities for self-awareness and self-reflection, the 
capacity for self-talk, the ability to make value-choices—all things 
that can be used to fashion an enjoyable and useful life. Our life is 
leased to us and we are asked to take these abilities and capacities 
and use them to work the vineyard which is our life. The idea would 
be to use the capabilities and abilities built into us to cultivate our 
self-talk, so that the different components of our personality can 
be treated fairly and equitably, each being allowed to make its 
contribution, and all getting heard. Facilitating this internal 
conversation would be “working in our vineyard,” and would be the 
fruit of our life. To be more direct and specific, the fruit God asks 
us to bear is self-awareness and self-talk which enable us to have a 
meaningful life that is productive in a way that is congruent with 
the person we are. 

However, when we are young [and being young is something 
that can last a very long time] we are often/usually not able to 
approach our life this way. Rather than work our life by facilitating 
this kind of internal conversation, we inherit and/or acquire 
different ideas about what our life could or should become, and we 
undertake to make ourselves into whatever this image is, and to 
produce the kind of fruit that fits that image. In pursuit of this, 
certain components of our life are encouraged, while other aspects 
are discouraged or excluded. The fruit God desires, which is 
equitable, fair and balanced self-talk, is not cultivated, and any 
insights or moments of clarity that come our way asking for the 
fruit God desires are discounted and disregarded. The result is that 
the fruit we produce does not do justice to the person we are and 
does not correspond with the life we have been given. 

What does God do about this situation? The answer that is given 
is a little harsh to our hearing, especially since we tend to read the 

Bible literally rather than metaphorically: God “will put those 
wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other 
tenants” who will produce what God intended. The word translated 
as “wretches” is the Greek word meaning “intrinsically worthless, 
i.e. depraved [twisted] or injurious.” I suggest this is referring to our 
way of managing our life: it is intrinsically worthless, twisted and 
injurious. “Miserable death” refers to what will become of the way 
we relate to ourselves. “Miserable” is the Greek work “badly;” 
“death” is the Greek word meaning “to destroy fully.” The 
intrinsically worthless way we relate to ourselves will turn out badly, 
and what it produces will be destroyed in that it will come to 
nothing. 

Basically, the aspects of our life that are ignored and rejected 
become the cornerstone or key stone in what will emerge in our life. 
In other words, an upheaval will come our way. The language in the 
text is harsh, especially in English, less so in Greek. A time will come 
when the feelings and thoughts that have been ignored and 
rejected begin to emerge in our awareness and we will fall or 
stumble over them; that is, we will not be able to move through life 
as usual because these thoughts and feelings preoccupy us and 
absorb our energy as we argue against them. We will be “broken to 
pieces” [the Greek word means “shattered”] and “crushed” [the 
Greek word means “winnow” or “triturate,” which means to rub, 
crush, grind or pound into fine particles]. These words are apt 
metaphors for the experience that sometimes comes to us as the 
life we have assembled is dismantled so it can be reassembled. 

Our interpretation of this experience will be that God has 
withdrawn from us. This is a misreading of these events. God is 
continuing to do what God always does—support whatever in us 
seeks to improve and increase our self-talk so that we relate to 
ourselves in a more equitable way and bear the fruit God desires. It 
seems that God has left us, when in reality we are the ones who 
have wandered far from what God is doing. It is easy for us to be 
convinced that our habitual, truncated self-talk is the fullness of the 
internal conversations available to us. The upheaval described in 
this text is the way what has been ignored comes to our attention, 
and looked on in that way the upheaval is an indicator of God’s 



faithfulness. Throughout this experience God continues to 
encourage us to relate to ourselves compassionately and 
intelligently, working to help us understand what is happening to 
us as a redemptive event, one that can be mined for its riches. This 
is an aspect of the religious journey we do not consider often 
because it is not pleasant to be taken through. We like the idea that 
God is making our life more expansive and inclusive. What we do 
not remember is that this “reconstruction” is always preceded by a 
“deconstruction” of one kind or another. 

God is constantly inviting us to participate in the expansion of 
our self-talk. Feelings and thoughts that seem to not fit with us are 
presented to our awareness all the time; they are triggered by 
chance encounters with situations that we have not been able to 
navigate in the past and are unable to navigate in the present. 
These intrusions into our awareness are opportunities to relate to 
ourselves differently than we normally do, by welcoming and 
listening to the difficulties we have in approaching what has 
entered our awareness and which does not seem to belong there. 

 [Jim Robie, 10-4-17, 18th Sunday after Pentecost in Cycle A, Matthew 21:33-46] 


